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stream of mind.
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expressed a desire to be acquainted with a lady who had •been much talked of, and universally celebrated for extraordinary address and insinuation1. JOHNSON. 'Never believe extraordinary characters which you hear of people. Depend upon it, Sir, they are exaggerated. You do not see one man shoot a great deal higher than another.' I mentioned Mr. Burke. JOHNSON. ' Yes; Burke is an extraordinary man. His stream of mind is perpetual2.' It is very pleasing to me to record, that Johnson's high estimation of the talents of this gentleman was uniform from their early acquaintance. Sir Joshua Reynolds informs me, that when Mr. Burke was first elected a member of Parliament, and Sir John Hawkins expressed a wonder at his attaining a seat, Johnson said, ' Now we who know Mr. Burke,
good friend," said Dr. Farmer (ante, i. 426), one day in the parlour at Emanuel College, "you young men seem very fond of this Tristram Shandy ; but mark my words, however much it may be talked about at present, yet, depend upon it, in the course of twenty years, should any one wish to refer to it, he will be obliged to go to an antiquary to inquire for it."' Croker's Bosivdl, ed. 1844, ii. 339. See ante, ii. 199, note 2, and 254.
1 Mrs. Rudd. She and the two brothers Perreau were charged with forgery. She was tried first and acquitted, the verdict of the jury being ' not guilty, according to the evidence before us.' The Ann. Reg. xviii. 231, adds:—'There were the loudest applauses on this acquittal almost ever known in a court of justice.' ' The issue of Mrs. Rudd's trial was thought to involve the fate of the Perreaus ; and the popular fancy had taken the part of the woman as against the men.' They were convicted and hanged, protesting their innocence. Letters of Boswell, pp. 223-230. Boswell wrote to Temple on April 28:—' You know my curiosity and love of adventure; I have got acquainted with the celebrated Mrs. Rudd.' Ib. p. 233. Three days later, he wrote:—' Perhaps the adventure with Mrs. Rudd is very foolish, notwithstanding Dr. Johnson's approbation.' Ib. p. 235. See^-sT", iii. 91, and April 28, 1778.
z See jztasT1, May 15,1784, where Johnson says that Mrs. Montagu has ' a constant stream of conversation,' and a second time allows that ' Burke is an extraordinary man.' Johnson writes of ' a stream of melody.' Works, v\\.i. 92. For Burke's conversation st&J>ost, April 7, 1778, 1780, in Mr. Langton's Collection, March 21, 1783, and Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 15.
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